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BELTON PARK GOES INTERNATIONAL IN 2008 
More than just your average one day event 

 

With the sport of eventing in the world’s spotlight in this Olympic year, Belton Park Horse 

Trials, running 11 – 13 April, now has added prestige with International status.  The Event will 

host a CIC*** as part of two action packed days against the stunning backdrop of the 17th 

century Lincolnshire National Trust property.  At the heart of the weekend will be The 

Grantham Cup – a celebration of the local vicinity where the various winners of 

competitions across the two days, including the horse trials, Pony Club Mounted Games, 

AM/AM Golf and a classic car rally, will take home their own Grantham Cup.    

The new CIC*** will be a qualifying event for this summer’s Olympic Games in Hong Kong  

and will run in conjunction with Advanced sections where Organisers are expecting some 

of the world’s best competitors including Britain’s potential Olympic riders as they bid for a 

coveted squad place.  Belton Park is one of the riders’ preferred venues for the perfect 

warm-up ahead of the spring’s greatest challenge, The Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse 

Trials.  With one eye on London 2012, there will also be sections for riders Under 25, 

supported by Bishop Burton College and Under 21.  Continuing on the Olympic theme, the 

cross country course designer at Belton is Britain’s own Sue Benson who will be in charge of 

the course in Greenwich Park in four year’s time.  To complete the eventing action, 

Saturday features Novice classes – the entire day is supported by Berrymans and 

Intermediate level competitions through Sunday – some 500 competitors across the three 

days.  Further sponsor support comes from leading commercial, residential and rural estate 

agents Savills, Land Rover who will be providing a fleet of vehicles for use during the event, 

The Horse Trials Support Group and Graham Porter Plumbing. 

A new innovation this year will be The Belton Masters.  Supported by Shearwater Insurance 

and Champagne Taittinger, this unique competition will bring together eventing’s legends 

– many of whom haven’t been seen riding competitively for years – in a show case event 

on Sunday in Belton’s main arena.  Lucinda Green, Jane Holderness-Roddam, Charlotte 

Bathe and Karen Dixon are just a few of the names confirmed so far.  All proceeds from the 

class will go to the Mark Davies Injured Riders Fund. 
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Belton Park International will offer so much more than your average one day event.  

Organiser Stuart Buntine commented; “We really want to make Belton an experience for all 

who attend.  A Sport Zone – opened by Britain’s most capped athlete and twice crowned 

the World’s Strongest man, Geoff Capes will showcase a range of different activities 

featuring local sports heroines Jenny Pacey from the British Bobsleigh Team and Arran 

Brindle, captain of Lancashire Country Cricket Senior Women’s team, a new Outdoor Living 

Village sponsored by the nearby superstore Downtown, to get you thinking of summer, a 

Food Fair featuring local produce, a Kids Zone packed full of activities plus a wide range of 

trade stands including the favourite Rural Crafts tent.   Of course the riders and their 

supporters will have a world-class event with the best of facilities and courses to enjoy.”  

Advance purchase tickets are available via the Grantham Cup web site, 

www.granthamcup.co.uk from 1st March 2008.  The cost of entry to the event is: 

 Advance Price: On the Gate Price: 

Adult £8.00 £10.00 

Child £4.00 £5.00 

Family £20.00 £25.00 

Car Parking £3.00 £3.00 

  

- ends – 

Press contact: Winnie Murphy – Tel: 01858 880476, Mob: 07967 186556 or email: 

winsome22@talktalk.net 

Press Accreditation forms are available from www.bedeltd.co.uk/belton - accreditation 

closes on Friday 28th March. 

We have a limited number of free tickets for any publication or radio station interested to 

use as a competition prize should contact Winnie ASAP and preferably before Friday 

March 7th. 

Belton Park International Horse Trials will host a press day at The DeVere Belton Woods Hotel 

on 26 March 2008.  Meet Organiser Stuart Buntine, Cross Country Course Designer Sue 

Benson and leading British Rider Sarah Cohen plus experience a preview of the 2008 

course.  Invitations will be sent soon or contact Winnie for more information. 

 

 

 

 


